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Pure Massing
The building is treated as two textured masses – a public lower 
mass and a private upper mass. Both volumes emerge from a 
solid north-eastern spine, from which movement (carving and 
sliding) exposes the rough aging corten. The massing of the 
building aims to create engaging moments that coincide with 
the movement of pedestrians in the neighbouring context. 
The carving of the building also serves to incorporate the 
Leslie House, the heritage building located across the lane, 
into the newly created Pacific Street streetscape. 

Façade Treatment
The building’s façade gives the effect of an animated pixilated 
beacon that entices the public. The skin consists of a game of 
narrow vertical panels of translucent glass, transparent glass, 
and white metal panels, creating the illusion of a textured 
façade. The design of the façade allows for optimal diffuse light 
in the interior spaces.

VOLUMETRIC MANIPULATIONS- 
SLICING AND STRETCHING THE 
VOLUME IN ORDER TO CREATE 

FACADES OF EXPOSED CORTEN.

CAREFUL HEIGHT ALIGNMENT 
WITH AND MOVEMENT TOWARD 
THE PROPOSED FUTURE 
LOCATION OF THE LESLIE HOUSE 
ACROSS THE LANE
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LANE

LANE

1. 
INITIAL 
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2. 
HORIZONTAL 

SLICE 

3. 
VERTICAL BREAK 

AND SHIFT OF 
VOLUME

4. 
STRETCHING 
THE VOLUME

  DESIGN RATIONALE
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MATERIAL DESCRIPTION

TRANSLUCENT GLASS
Vertical panels that diffuse natural light and 
create the illusion of a beacon of light when 
seen from the surrounding public spaces. 25% 
of the glazed facade on the West, East and South 
facades is translucent. 

WHITE METAL PANELS
These opaque panels aid in controlling the light 
in the interior spaces. Simultaneously, they 
enhance the play on pattern, adding movement 
to the glistening volume. 50% of the glazed 
facade on the West, East and South facades are 
made up of opaque metal panels.

TRANSPARENT GLASS 
(OPERABLE)
Vertical windows that create a playful pattern in 
the translucent facade, animating the illuminated 
object.  25% of the glazed facade on the West, 
East and South facades is transparent, allowing 
for views as well as opportunities for operable 
windows. 

CORTEN STEEL PANELS
The movement (carving and sliding) on the 
northern facade expose the rough aging corten. 
The materiality recalls that of Hornby Tower’s 
columns. The richness of this raw material 
contrasts the polished glistening nature of 
the glazed volumes. The movement along this 
facade encourages the public to engage with the 
building. 

PERFORATED CORTEN PANELS
The perforated metal (rotating) panels visually 
mask the parking space, while relating to the 
columns of the tower, which recall the historical 
houses of the neighbourhood. 

CORTEN HORIZONTAL BAND
The upper (private) and lower (public) volumes 
are separated by a delicately inset corten band. 
The elegant horizontal line extends across the 
building and is aligned with the height of the 
Leslie House in order to accentuate its smaller 
scale.

USING A CONTRAST OF 
MATERIALS TO CREATE A 
SIMPLE BEACON
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THE MASSING OF THE BUILDING 
AIMS TO CREATE ENGAGING 

MOMENTS THAT COINCIDE WITH 
THE MOVEMENT OF PEDESTRIANS 
IN THE NEIGHBOURING CONTEXT
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PUBLIC REALM

OPEN EXHIBITION LEVEL
The exhibition level is visually and 
symbolically open to the public, 
encouraging them to engage 
with the space. The windows are 
slightly recessed in order to add 
a layer of depth, creating an even 
more intriguing facade when 
approached by the public. 

USING A GLAZED FAÇADE, THE EXHIBITION LEVEL 
IS VISUALLY AND SYMBOLICALLY OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC, ENCOURAGING THEM TO ENGAGE WITH THE 
EXHIBITION SPACE. THE TRANSPARENCY OF THIS 
LEVEL CREATES A HUMAN SCALED BEACON AIMED AT 
CAPTURING THE PUBLIC’S ATTENTION AND EXPOSING 
THEM TO ARTS AND CULTURE. 

TRANSLUCENT FACADE
The translucent facade consists of 
a game of narrow vertical panels 
of translucent and transparent 
glass that creates the illusion of 
a textured facade. It allows for 
optimal diffuse light in the interior. 
From the exterior, it becomes a 
glowing beacon that entices the 
public.

The Gallery – Animating Pacific Street
The ground level is an extension of the animated tower base 
along Pacific Street. Using a glazed façade, the exhibition level is 
visually and symbolically open to the public, encouraging them 
to engage with the exhibition space. The transparency of this 
level creates a human scaled beacon aimed at capturing the 
public’s attention and exposing them to arts an culture. 
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THE LOWER PUBLIC VOLUME ALIGNS 
WITH THE BASE OF THE TOWER IN 
ORDER TO CREATE A HUMAN SCALE 
THAT DELICATELY FRAMES THE LESLIE 
HOUSE.
THE PARTICULAR TREATMENT OF THE 
BASE GENTLY DIRECTS THE PUBLIC’S 
GAZE TOWARD THE LESLIE HOUSE

The Base – Leslie House and The Podium
The lower public volume of the building (exhibition and 
rehearsal space) is aligned with the base of the proposed 
tower and the height of the Leslie House on the site across 
the lane. The linear division between the public base and the 
private upper mass (studios and preparation spaces) delicately 
directs the public’s attention toward the historic house. The 
protruding corten-clad mass near the entrance of the building 
unites the proposed tower’s corten columns, the Leslie house, 
as well as the proposed building into a unified streetscape. 


